City of Bradford MDC

. www.bradford.gov.uk

Local Plan for Bradford

Shipley and Canal Road Corridor Area Action Plan

Initial Sustainability Appraisal
(Draft)

January 2013

h City of Bradford
Metropolitan District Council




Shipley and Canal Road Corridor Area Action Plan:

Initial Sustainability Appraisal (Draft)

Table of Contents
Introduction

1.1 Concept of Sustainable Development
1.2 Purpose of Sustainability Appraisal
1.3 Stages of Sustainability Appraisal

Development of Sustainability Appraisal Framework

2.1 Review of Relevant Policies, Plans, Programmes and
Programmes

2.2 Baseline Information

2.3 Key Sustainability Issues Identified

24 The SA Framework

Initial Sustainability Appraisal

3.1 Testing of SCRC AAP Objectives Against SA Objectives
3.2 Development Options of SCRC AAP

3.3 Sustainability Appraisal of SCRC AAP Options

Proposal for Monitoring
Next Step

Appendices
Appendix 1: Consultation Responses on SA Scoping

Appendix 2: SA Objectives Compatibility Matrix

03
03
04
04
07
07
07
08
17
27
27
29
30
37

37



1.0 : Introduction

This document has been prepared to present the initial sustainability appraisal relating to the
Shipley and Canal Road Corridor Area Action Plan (SCRC AAP).

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a requirement of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act
(2004) for Development Plan Documents (DPDs). This initial sustainability appraisal is based
on the sustainability framework proposed in the Scoping Report (September 2012).

The initial SA report includes:

e A summary of the Scoping Report including sustainability objectives, baseline and
context;

e A summary of the economic, social and environmental issues for the Shipley and
Canal Road Corridor area.

e A summary of the results of the consultation on the Scoping Study.

e An initial Sustainability Appraisal based on the sustainability objectives and indicators
from the Scoping Report.

1.1 Concept of Sustainable Development

The concept of sustainable development is central to the planning system. The term
“sustainable development” has been used since 1987 following the publication of the World
Commission on Environment and Development (WCED) report “Our Common Future”,
commonly referred to as the Brundtland report. It called for a strategy that united
development and the environment —described by the now-common term “sustainable
development”, which is defined as:

‘Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs’

In essence the term “sustainable development” not only refers to the impact of development
on the environment but also to society and the economy. In order for development to be
considered “sustainable” it must result in a win-win-win situation for the environment, society
and the economy. Sustainable development is not about balancing these issues but ensuring
that none are adversely affected and, preferably, that there is a positive impact on all three.

The UK strategy for Sustainable Development- ‘Securing the Future’!, was published in
March 2005, building on and reviewing the 1999 strategy ‘a Better Quality of Life’. Within this
strategy, the five guiding principles of UK sustainability development are set out. All five of
these need to be respected if a policy is going to be sustainable:

! Securing the Future - UK Sustainable Development Strategy, March 2005
http://www.defra.gov.uk/sustainable/government/publications/uk-
strategy/documents/SecFut _complete.pdf




e Living within environmental needs- ensure that natural resources needed for life are
left unimpaired for future generations

o Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society- meeting the needs of all sections of the
community, with equal opportunities and social cohesion.

e Achieving a sustainable economy- build an economy that provides prosperity for all
and in which environmental costs are paid for by those who impose them.

e Promoting good governance- promote participation and engage with all levels of
society

e Using sound science responsibly- take into account sound evidence and public
attitudes/values in policy development

In developing any plans, policies and programmes, local authorities need to ensure that
these principles are being addressed

1.2 The Purpose of SA

The purpose of Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is to ensure that sustainable development has
been integrated in the formulation of development plans and to verify that due consideration
has been given to social, economic and environmental factors. The SA must also show how
the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive have been met.

SA is an ongoing process undertaken throughout the preparation of a plan or strategy. The
aim of the appraisal process is to minimise adverse impacts and resolve as far as possible
conflicting or contradictory outcomes of the plan or strategy.

The final SA report should be able to demonstrate how the adopted AAP has addressed the
sustainability agenda and how the choices were made between alternative policies and
proposals.

At this stage, this initial SA covers the development and refinement of strategic policy options
and delivery choices. This report will inform the selection of the preferred strategic policy
option and development site options. Following consultation on this initial SA and the
identification of the preferred option, an updated SA report will be produced which will include
an assessment of the preferred option, identification of significant effects, and necessary
mitigation measures and a monitoring programme.

1.3 Stages of the SA

SA guidance is set out in the Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and
Local Development Documents (ODPM, November 2005). Five stages in the SA process are
identified in the guidance document. The relationship between these five SA stages and the
DPD process is shown below.



Figure 1: SA Process alongside DPD Process

DPD Process SA Process
S5 Ewidance Gathesing 4--  Siage A Settngthe contaxt
0 Pre Procuction | J |_ mﬁmu:::-ﬂ F—i
i
e []
[]
Prepare kssuee & altemiative i
opftions In consufation <=« Siage B Develping and refing. |
‘ {sngeing engagerment) it || K
Regas !
u stage & Sreparngimesa resont | |
]
1
— n
e T i
E :ﬁ:m;nﬂm} == i
| 1 Production g o v
L]
RepreseniEton on preferzd optons i
o M’!" I Stage D: Consulting onthe :
E L DA 2nd = Rerat i
Ec | Preparation of Submission DPD | ;
£ :
E Sutmission of DFD i
2 e i
i
i
i
ﬂEgH| Represantation on submites FD || i
| 2 Examination 2 i i ;
E | Pre—sxarmination mesting I :
ﬁ'gg ke ;
EEE | Insepengent Examinaion I :
& =Wl '
t%ﬁ_ g | Binding Report I i
| | : :
oo S o et of Enpiementing 4= o
| 3 Adoption | Adoptonandbontoring | e meDPD
L ;'_ ______________________ ?
I:I Process
I:I Ongoing Engagement
Source: OPDM (2005) [ sttty Gonsutaton (o weeks)

For each of the five main SA stages, a number of sub-stages are identified in the guidance.
The production of this scoping report covers stages A1 to A5 as outlined below.



A1 Identifying other relevant policies, plans and
programmes, and sustainability objectives

Setting the context and

objectives, A2 |Collecting baseline information
Stage A |establishing the
baseline and deciding |

on the scope ‘ A4 | Developing the SA framework
A5 | Consulting on the scope of the SA

A3 [ldentifying sustainability issues and problems Scoping
<+—report

B1 |Testing the DPD objectives against the SA framework

B2z |Developing the DPD options
B3 | Predicting the effects of the DPD

Developing and refining
Stage B |options and assessing B4 | Evaluating the effects of the DPD
affects

B5 Considering ways of mitigating adverse effects and
maximising beneficial effecis

B6 Proposing measures to monitor the significant effects
of implementing the DPDs

Stage C | Preparing the SA report C1 | Preparing the SA report

Public participation on the preferred options of the DPD
and the SA report

Consultation on the DPD | D2(i) |Appraising significant changes
and SA report

D1

Stage D

D2(ii) Appraising significant changes resulting from
representations

D3 |Making decisions and providing information

Monitoring the significant | Ef1 Finalising aims and methods for monitoring

Stage E | effects of implementing _
the DPD. E2 |Responding to adverse effects

Stage A1-A5 of the SA process is covered within the Scoping Report published in September
2012. The initial SA follows on from the findings and information of the scoping report and
involves completion of the SA stages B and C and associated tasks as outlined in the Figure
above.

The Scoping Report sets out the purpose of the Sustainability Appraisal. It identifies other
relevant plans and programmes to ensure that the Area Action Plan sustainability objectives
are in line with sustainability objectives set elsewhere and at other spatial planning levels.
The Scoping Report also provides an early indication of the issues that need to be taken into
account in the Area Action Plan. As the Scoping Report sets out the sustainability objectives,
key assessment criteria and indicators that will be used to assess the Area Action Plan, it
forms the basis for the Sustainability Appraisal.

Consultation on the SA Scoping report was undertaken between 18 September 2012 and 31
October 2012 with the statutory consultees as well as other interested stakeholders as listed
in the Council’s latest consultees database. A total of 11 responses were received before the
consultation deadline.

Consultation responses on the Scoping Report included suggestions for a range of minor
amendments to be incorporated and also suggestions were put forward for: additional
baseline information to be included in the appendices; recommendations for amending some



of the objectives; recommendations for new sustainability questions and suggestions for
amending and creating new indicators.

The full list of responses to the consultation are included as Appendix 1 to this report. All these
responses have been used to update the elements of this initial SA report and inform the
preparation of the draft AAP. A full and complete review of all the comments will be made in
the final SA report.

2.0 : Developing SA Framework

The development of a sustainability appraisal framework is a key component in completing
the SA by synthesising objectives relevant to the SA, the baseline information and
sustainability issues into a systematic and easily understood tool that allows the prediction
and assessment of effects arising from the AAP.

2.1 Review of Relevant Plans, Policies and Programmes

The first task of a SA is the identification of other relevant plans, programmes and
sustainability objectives. An AAP may be influenced in many ways by other plans and
programmes and by external sustainability objectives, such as those laid down in policies
and legislation.

As part of the production of the SA Scoping Report a number of relevant international,
national, regional and local policies, plans, and programmes (PPPs) were reviewed. The
purpose of reviewing the PPPs is to ensure that the relationship with these other documents
and requirements are considered in the production of the SCRC AAP, and that any
inconsistencies or constraints are dealt with as far as possible.

The review of the PPPs is attached with the SA Scoping Report and currently available
online at http://www.bradford.gov.uk/bmdc/Consultations/scrc_aap consultation 2012

This review has been updated according to the responses received during the consultation of
the SA Scoping Report. The review has considered relevant guidance at the EU, national,
regional and local level. Where relevant it makes specific reference to any environmental
protection objectives, targets or requirements established at the EU or national level in order
to comply with the SEA Directive.

2.2 Baseline Information

The next task in SA covers the collection of baseline information. The review of other plans
and programmes undertaken previously has provided a considerable amount of baseline
information and this information has been complemented by collection of data on key issues
relating to the SEA topic areas, as well as additional social and economic indicators for the
plan area. The basic aim of this task is to pull-together data on the present state of SCRC



area to enable any trends to be identified, any particular sustainability issues pinpointed and
methods of monitoring of the plan’s effects to be established.

The information collected aim to relate specifically to the SCRC AAP area. However, where
appropriate, it has focused on data that are relevant to the district as a whole. Because it was
felt that, for certain issues data at District level would be of more significance as many
impacts emerging from the SCRC AAP will affect not just the immediate plan area, but also
the wider community.

The baseline information, based on all available sources at the time of publication, was
presented as a part of the SA Scoping Report. The baseline information has been updated
since the publication of the SA Scoping Report and as result of the consultation exercise.
The updated Baseline  Analysis report is now available online at
http://www.bradford.gov.uk/bmdc/the environment/planning service/local development fra
mework/shipley action plan_dpd.htm

2.3 Key Sustainability Issues Identified

The next task in the SA, carried out at the scoping stage, is the identification of sustainability
issues of particular significance to the plan area. The identification of sustainability issues is
very important as it provides an opportunity to define key issues for the SCRC AAP to enable
improvement of the plan objectives and options. The analysis of sustainability issues at
scoping stage influenced the baseline and the SA framework, in particular in identifying and
selecting indicators and targets.

This section describes the current situation and highlights the key issues faced within the
SCRC AAP area. It does not attempt to cover all the issues but identifies those that are
considered to be a priority in terms of the sustainability of SCRC AAP area.

The table below lists the economic, social and environmental issues facing SCRC, together
with sources of supporting evidence. It is recognised that many issues cut across these three
main topic headings, but for simplicity, each has been included within the most relevant
aspect. These issues have been identified through the PPPs review and baseline data
collection. They have been further informed by discussions with planning officers and refined
through consultation with the statutory consultees and other key stakeholders.
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2.4 The SA Framework

The next task in the sustainability appraisal is the development of the sustainability
appraisal framework. Preparation of the SA Framework involves the development of
sustainability objectives and associated criteria and indicators to assess the
outcomes of the AAP policies and proposals. SA objectives can include both
externally imposed social, environmental and economic objectives laid down by
legislation or policy and also others devised specifically in relation to the context of
the plans being prepared.

A SA framework with draft objectives, key criteria and indicators was prepared at the
scoping stage of the SA process. The framework has now been refined following the
SA Scoping Report consultation. In particular, existing objectives and key criteria
were amended and additional indicators were included.

The table B below constitutes the SA framework-

It is also particularly useful to note potential conflict between objectives, as further
consideration can then be given to the potential detrimental effects of pursuing a
particular objective and also to any possible ways to mitigate against or overcome
these problems. The draft SA objectives therefore were tested against each other for
compatibility and found either broadly complimentary or have a neutral relationship.
However, it is also likely that some conflicts will always appear as the objectives
cover a broad range of environmental and sustainability topics. It is the role of the
AAP to weigh up potential conflicts and ensure a balanced approach is taken to
ensuring sustainable development.

The compatibility matrix of SA objectives is attached in appendix 2
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3.0 : Initial SA

The initial SA follows on from the findings and information of the scoping report and involves
completion of the SA stages B and C and associated tasks as outlined in the Figure in
section 1.3.

3.1 Testing of AAP Objectives against SA Framework

During the early stages of production of the SCRC AAP, a number of strategic objectives
were identified and developed, from the review of relevant plans that have a strategic policy
influence on the AAP and taking into consideration the key issues outlined in the SA scoping
report. These objectives were used as the basis from which the AAP development options
have been derived.

According to the Guidance it is important that the objectives of the AAP are in accordance
with sustainability objectives. Therefore, a compatibility assessment of the AAP objectives
with the SA obijectives set out in the Table C below was undertaken.

The results show that the objectives are largely compatible with each other. Some
uncertainties have been identified in a few of the objectives which will be dependent on the
implementation of the policies.

The symbols used to assess the objectives are as follows-

V- Objectives compatible

0 — No Significant link

X — Objectives incompatible

? — Dependent on policy implementation

27



8¢

uonejuawsa|dwi Aoijod uo juspuadaq — ¢, 3ulj Jueayiubis ON — 0
a|qnedwodul saAealqo — X a|qiyedwod saARds(qQ -p
‘sealy Juswabeue Allenpd
JIy pauiuapl ul Aenoaned ‘opluio) ay) buoje Ayenb Jie buibeuew pue saijijioe}
Ajunwwod pue uonealodal ‘aoeds uado Ayenb ybiy ‘sqol ‘sswoy Ayjenb poob
0} ss920e panoldwi ybnoiy) SaWwo9a3no uoledonpa pue yjeay sjuapisal asueyusy Q|
‘piojpeug pue Ag|diys Bunosuuod
\/ 7 0 \/ \/ 7 0 \/ \/ 7 "SaUNWIWOD SAISBYOD pUB JUBICIA ‘Bjes ulejsns pue ajean dipy o] | /L
‘Aemuaals) [eue) piojpelg pue dled Jeaul] ay} 0} pa)ul| S8jnoJ uellsapad pue 8|24
aAljoel)e pue ajes Bunealo pue saiiunoddo podsuely ongnd Buidojaasp ‘suonels
uiely leybuizu4 pue As|diysg o3 sjuswaaocidwi ‘Buipnjoul ainyonJselul Jodsued)
alignd pue peo. [eand Buidojaasp Aq suoiydo uodsueu) ajgeulelsns ajowoud
pue yul| Jodsuel) sibajesys Aoy e se peoy |eue) anosdwi pue uiejulely 6
‘Aousiolye ABiaus pue uonelauab Abisus ajgemaual asiwixew 0} Juswdojonsp 7 0 0 \/ \/ \/ 0 0 ;. ‘uonednosoo pue juswAholdws 9L
mau Aq papinoid ssmuniioddo Buisn pue ‘joag pJojpeig 8y Wwod Buipnjoul “IopiLoD \/ Jo} saniunuoddo Buihisies 0} ssaooe aney ajdoad |e20| ainsus 0|
ay) Buoje Buipooj} Jo ysi ay) Buibeuew pue uonnjjod Budnpas ybnoiy) Aenoied M 0 0 0 M M S 0 0 0 "Awouoos [e00] Jualjisal uleisns pue usyjbuals ol | G|
‘uonjeydepe pue uonebniw ybnoay) abueys ajew|d jo Joedwi ay} 9anpay ‘g \/ 7 \z \z \/ \z 0 \/ \/ \z Buinl Ayeay s1owold pue sanienbaul yyesy sonpal ‘yyesy sroidwi o] | il
‘Aemuassln)
peoy |eue) pue }2ag plojpelg Sy} 0} payul| SJUBWIUOIIAUS [einjeu pue sadeds uaaib \/ ' 7 [ [ ' ' \/ 0 [ 'S80BLISIUI 85N puE| punose A|ejpadss ‘uopnjjod Ssiou SsiwiUIW O | €1
JO uleyo e jo Bupsisuod yJed Jeaul| e Bulysijgelss pue sylomau [ea1bojoos bunosioid \/ 3 \/ \/ 0 0 3 0 0 i ‘anoidwil 0] SaNURUOD AYifenb Jie sinsus pue uonnjjod e sonpai o] | z|
pue Buiysiige}se Ag ainjonusesjul usalb pue A}SISAIpPOIq 32Ueyud pue Jodjold '/ . . . N EHErEeA eI
"alie)|es Jo snie}s abeyssH pHoOA ODSIANN 0 7 7 \/ \/ \/ ¢ ¢ \/ ¢ uonebniw ybnouayy abueys asjewi|d Jo S}0818 Y} 0} 82USI|IS8I BINSUS O | b
8y} JO ,anjeA |estaAlun pue Buipuelsino, sy} bBuioadsal is|iym ‘sjuswdojonap 0 \z 0 0 5 3 0 0 : "9)sem Jo Juswabeuew o1
1sLIN0) pue ainsia| Buibeinoous pue wieal olignd ayj 0} sjuawadueyua ¢ SIEUIEISNS B} SASIYOE PUE ‘[esodsIp pue UOREISUSD s1sem 8onpal 0L
‘ ‘ . . UBWIUOIIAUS 8y} pue Awouods ay) ‘Buiag|iem
euidojenap esn pexiiu Maul inaiy) ‘|eueg joodueAr] spear] ol puE LoKE}S 0 0 \z \/ \/ ¢ 0 \/ \z ¢ o1gnd 0} Juawi}ap mw:_:wm: m.£ Ucmﬁmm_uooz JO Ysu mﬁ mo:._umh__o._. 6
Aa|diyg ‘aliejjes ‘a13uad uMo) a3y} uaam}aq syul| anosdwi pue Asjdiyg asueyug 9 : : : : :
‘ssauisng pue wsuno} ‘ainsig] ‘buiddoys 1oy saoe|d Buialy) se As|diys pue piojpelg 0 0 \z \/ \/ 0 ¢ 0 \/ ¢ Aujenb Jejem pue |10s sro.dwi pue ulglueW o] | 8
10 sa1juad umo) pue A3 ayj jo AjljigelA pue Ajje)iA ay) asueyud pue poddng ‘g . 7 \/ \/ 0 0 \/ \/ 3 ‘aoeds uado 0} SS802E BAI108)8 P
Aoldius Ul s8SN \/ alnsus pue saoseds uado Jo Ajjenb ay} @oueyus pue ulejuiew 399j04d o |
a|diys ul ‘syJomjau |ea1b0j0oa Jualayod Bulysiigelss
911Us0 UMO) pue seale |elsnpul Bunsixs ul jJuswdoAsp ssauisng mau Buipnjoul ¢ \z \/ \/ ¢ ¢ 0 \/ ¢ Aq Buipnjoul sieliqey ajl|p|Im Mau 8)jeald pue ‘sjejigey |ednjeu pue | 9
‘saniunuoddo uswAojdwa Ayjenb ybiy jo abues sapim e Buipinosd pue seale |euisnpul \/ Aysienpoiq Bunsixe ‘a10jse AESSE98U BJoym ‘puE 83UBYUS ooj0id 0L
. . . . ‘'sbues Jisy} pue aduepodwi |[BINND pue [eouo)sly ‘[edibojoseydie
paysiigeisa buloueyua Aq Awouo2a Buimolib |njssadons e poddns pue ajowold 0 ¢ ¢ \/ \/ \z ¢ 0 \/ ¢ J0 sadeospue| pue seale ‘sainies; ‘says abeuew pue aoueyus ‘199304d 0| g
‘pJojpeig Jo >“—_ ay) q g 0 WOy a|gepJlole Juadap e ul aAl|
d g ° \/ \/ ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ 0 \/ \/ 7 0] Aylunpoddo sy yum suohkians Buipinosd Agq spasu Buisnoy |eo0] 198w 0 | L4
ul ymolub Buisnoy ainjny pue pasu juaiind 1o} 19}eo O} ‘Spiepue)}s [BjuaWUOIIAUD
"InoAe| pue anbiuysa) uononsuod ‘ubisep
UBIY 03 31 sBuljomp Ajfenb uBIy pauBisap llom jo obuesespinosd ¢ | N M| M| MMM MMM N ‘asn pue| ul Aousioe Buinoldwi Aq uonessusbal ueqn obeinoous o) | €
‘pue] padojanap Ajsnoinaid uo eale Jyy ay} uiyym juswdojonsp ‘saljljioey
\/ \z \z 0 \/ \z \z 0 \/ \z pue sa2IAI8sS AjJlunwiwod Jo AjjIqissadoe pue abuel ‘Ajijenb ayy anosdwi 0] ¢
Buisnoy mau Jo 9,09 1Sea| Je BuLisAlap AQ pue| JO asn d9A1}03}d 9y} djowold Z
] . . . "9210yd Jodsuely buinosdwi
820z Ag Atepunoq \/ \z \z 0 \/ \z ¢ 0 ¢ ¢ AqQ [aAel) JO sepow d|qeuleisns ajowold pue [9ABl) JO) Pa3U 8y} 8oNnpal 0| F
dVV 8y}l Ul)im sawioy mau 000¢€ 49A0 jo Juswidjag 093 ueqin ue JaAlldg 'L 0l 6 8 A 9 ) 14 € [ | seAR28lq0 VS
SeAdalq0 dVV ONOS Hesiao v

saAoalqQ |estesddy Ajijiqeutelsng pue saaaalqo dvv J¥OS Jo bunsa ) Ayjiqnedwod :9 a|qe )




3.2 Development Options of SCRC AAP

The SA process is based upon a consideration of different options. Options can be described
as the range of realistic choices open to plan makers to deliver the plan objectives.

The need to consider options stems partly from the requirements of the SEA Directive which
requires the assessment of ‘reasonable alternatives’ taking into account the plan objectives
and also the geographical scope of the plan.

The OPDM guidance? further advises that:

“In preparing a DPD, a large number of options may be generated...The options need to be
compared with each other and with the current social, environmental and economic
characteristics of the area which is subject to the DPD and the likely future situation without
the DPD. In doing so they need to be tested against the SA framework.”

The guidance is also clear that it is not the role of the SA to determine the option(s) to be
chosen as a basis for the preferred option and the draft plan. Instead, the role of the SA is to
assist with the identification of the appropriate options by highlighting the sustainability
implications of each, and by putting forward recommendations for improvement.

Based on the range of issues identified and considering the need as well as the potential of
the area to meet the overall growth aspirations this initial SA has looked into two
development options for the SCRC area. They are:

Option A: Do nothing/Do minimum

This option represents a continuation of current trends and does not propose any major
council-led proposals. This means the option promotes the policies and proposals in the
current rUDP relating to the SCRC area. In many ways this involves a number of measures
aimed at facilitating the regeneration of SCRC that may result in economic and indirect social
benefits but primarily it aims to consolidate the existing land uses. Emphasis is placed upon
protection of the existing employment areas, phased development of housing on allocated
sites, protection and enhancements of sites of landscape or wildlife interest that include local
wildlife areas, allotments and Saltaire World Heritage Site Buffer Zone, and creation of new
recreation open space and playing fields. There are no specific allocations for large-scale
residential development or any leisure or community uses. However, rUDP policies and
proposals relating Shipley Town Centre encourages retail-led development and regeneration
of the area including city living, office use and leisure facilities. The Valley Road Retail Area
also falls within the southern boundary of the SCRC AAP area which promotes mixed use
developments including retail, residential and leisure. Overall this option represents a plan
that sets out a framework to consider proposals for development, rather than providing a
blueprint for long-term spatial change.

* Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents (ODPM,
November 2005)
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Option B- Emerging Development Option

This option builds on the strategic vision and growth aspirations as outlined for the SCRC in
the emerging Core Strategy. The Core Strategy has identified SCRC as an area of significant
economic and housing growth by 2028 which will be supported by improved and necessary
physical, green and social infrastructure provisions required to deliver sustainable
development. This option identifies three broad areas of opportunities across the SCRC.
The areas are: Shipley, The Centre Section and City Fringe. The proposals outlined within
these opportunity areas have also been informed by a range of other evidence bases
including the emerging Strategic Development Framework, New Bolton Woods Masterplan
other relevant masterplans and strategies.

The emerging development option identifies a variety of new land uses including large areas
for open and civic spaces, residential development, leisure and business uses as well as
new community uses, transport improvements and other mixed use development. This
approach also identifies critical infrastructure requirements and delivery options to support
the planned growth. The key purpose of this emerging development option is to identify
strategic projects and spatial development options which will help deliver the overall Core
Strategy vision for the SCRC.

At this stage the emerging development options are shown as broad areas. Detailed
boundaries will be identified at the next stage of the AAP, the Preferred Approach.

3.3 Sustainability Appraisal of SCRC AAP Options

The appraisal was a qualitative exercise based on the professional judgement of the officers
at the Council, taking into account the information gathered in the scoping stage of the SA
and comments made by the Statutory Consultation Bodies and other relevant stakeholders.

The summery table D below appraises the two development options and highlight the
different sustainability implications of each, so that a comparison can be made. The options
are tested against the SA framework in terms of their short, medium and long term impacts
towards achieving the SA objectives. The comments section summarises the likely social,
environmental and economic effects of implementing the options and any considerations that
may need to be taken into account during implementations.

Existing SA guidance recognises that the most familiar form of SA prediction and evaluation
is generally broad-brush and qualitative. It is recognised that quantitative predictions are not
always practicable and broad-based and qualitative predictions can be equally valid and
appropriate. Examples of the prediction and evaluation techniques for assessing significance
of effects are expert judgement, dialogue with stakeholders and public participation,
geographical information systems, reference to legislation and regulations and environmental
capacity. Many of these techniques have been employed in this sieving assessment.
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4.0 : Proposals for Monitoring

It is important that the plan is monitored to keep track of whether it is working in the way it
should. This report has identified indicators that should be used to monitor the area action
plan. The most appropriate way to monitor the area action plan is through the Local Plan
Annual Monitoring Report (AMR). The AMR monitors the type of development that is
occurring as a result of all of the council’s planning policies and guidance and what effects
this development is having in terms of sustainability. Where new indicators have been
identified, through the SA process, these will be added to the AMR. At the next stage of
consultation, the AAP will set out a monitoring framework to ensure new development meets
the objectives of the plan. These indicators will be added to our AMR once the AAP is
adopted.

5.0 : Next Step

The Sustainability Appraisal process is one which gradually builds up information and
assessments, resulting in the preparation of a Final Report. The Final Report will set out the
baseline position and the sustainability framework, assess the preferred option, finalise the
indicators, and ultimately decide on the mitigation measures and monitoring process.

The findings of this Initial SA will be used to influence the development and early analysis of
the preferred option and to determine its likely performance in sustainability terms. This will
help refine the option and assess the effects of emerging AAP policies and proposals.

The completing task of this Initial SA stage involves consultation on the findings of the
Sustainability Appraisal. The Council will consult on this Initial SA during early 2013. The
purpose of this consultation is to ensure that the sustainability framework that is developed
within this report is appropriate, all key sustainability issues for the SCRC are identified and
all the significant effects of the AAP are duly considered.

In addition to the required statutory consultees, this initial SA report will also be made
available to key stakeholders and organisations for their comments and suggestions.
Following consultation, responses will be considered and appropriate changes will be made

before the full SA is carried out.

Appendices

Appendix 1: Consultation Responses on SA Scoping
Appendix 2: SA Objectives Compatibility Matrix
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Appendix 1: Consultation Responses on SA Scoping

See Attachment
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