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1.0 :  Introduction  

 

This document has been prepared to present the initial sustainability appraisal relating to the 
Shipley and Canal Road Corridor Area Action Plan (SCRC AAP). 
 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a requirement of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 
(2004) for Development Plan Documents (DPDs). This initial sustainability appraisal is based 
on the sustainability framework proposed in the Scoping Report (September 2012). 
 
The initial SA report includes: 

• A summary of the Scoping Report including sustainability objectives, baseline and 
context; 

• A summary of the economic, social and environmental issues for the Shipley and 
Canal Road Corridor area. 

• A summary of the results of the consultation on the Scoping Study. 
• An initial Sustainability Appraisal based on the sustainability objectives and indicators 

from the Scoping Report. 
 
1.1 Concept of Sustainable Development  

 
The concept of sustainable development is central to the planning system. The term 
“sustainable development” has been used since 1987 following the publication of the World 
Commission on Environment and Development (WCED) report “Our Common Future”, 
commonly referred to as the Brundtland report. It called for a strategy that united 
development and the environment –described by the now-common term “sustainable 
development”, which is defined as: 
 
‘Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs’ 

 

In essence the term “sustainable development” not only refers to the impact of development 
on the environment but also to society and the economy. In order for development to be 
considered “sustainable” it must result in a win-win-win situation for the environment, society 
and the economy. Sustainable development is not about balancing these issues but ensuring 
that none are adversely affected and, preferably, that there is a positive impact on all three. 
 
The UK strategy for Sustainable Development- ‘Securing the Future’1, was published in 
March 2005, building on and reviewing the 1999 strategy ‘a Better Quality of Life’.  Within this 
strategy, the five guiding principles of UK sustainability development are set out. All five of 
these need to be respected if a policy is going to be sustainable: 
 

                                                 
1 Securing the Future - UK Sustainable Development Strategy, March 2005 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/sustainable/government/publications/uk-
strategy/documents/SecFut_complete.pdf 
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• Living within environmental needs- ensure that natural resources needed for life are 
left unimpaired for future generations 

• Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society- meeting the needs of all sections of the 
community, with equal opportunities and social cohesion.  

• Achieving a sustainable economy- build an economy that provides prosperity for all 
and in which environmental costs are paid for by those who impose them.  

• Promoting good governance- promote participation and engage with all levels of 
society 

• Using sound science responsibly- take into account sound evidence and public 
attitudes/values in policy development 

 
In developing any plans, policies and programmes, local authorities need to ensure that 
these principles are being addressed 
 
1.2 The Purpose of SA 

 

The purpose of Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is to ensure that sustainable development has 
been integrated in the formulation of development plans and to verify that due consideration 
has been given to social, economic and environmental factors. The SA must also show how 
the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive have been met. 
 
SA is an ongoing process undertaken throughout the preparation of a plan or strategy. The 
aim of the appraisal process is to minimise adverse impacts and resolve as far as possible 
conflicting or contradictory outcomes of the plan or strategy. 
 
The final SA report should be able to demonstrate how the adopted AAP has addressed the 
sustainability agenda and how the choices were made between alternative policies and 
proposals. 
 
At this stage, this initial SA covers the development and refinement of strategic policy options 
and delivery choices. This report will inform the selection of the preferred strategic policy 
option and development site options. Following consultation on this initial SA and the 
identification of the preferred option, an updated SA report will be produced which will include 
an assessment of the preferred option, identification of significant effects, and necessary 
mitigation measures and a monitoring programme. 
 
1.3 Stages of the SA 

 
SA guidance is set out in the Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and 
Local Development Documents (ODPM, November 2005). Five stages in the SA process are 
identified in the guidance document. The relationship between these five SA stages and the 
DPD process is shown below. 
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Figure 1: SA Process alongside DPD Process 

 

Source: OPDM (2005)  
 
For each of the five main SA stages, a number of sub-stages are identified in the guidance. 
The production of this scoping report covers stages A1 to A5 as outlined below. 
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Scoping 

report 

 

 

 

Stage A1-A5 of the SA process is covered within the Scoping Report published in September 
2012. The initial SA follows on from the findings and information of the scoping report and 
involves completion of the SA stages B and C and associated tasks as outlined in the Figure 
above. 
 
The Scoping Report sets out the purpose of the Sustainability Appraisal. It identifies other 
relevant plans and programmes to ensure that the Area Action Plan sustainability objectives 
are in line with sustainability objectives set elsewhere and at other spatial planning levels. 
The Scoping Report also provides an early indication of the issues that need to be taken into 
account in the Area Action Plan. As the Scoping Report sets out the sustainability objectives, 
key assessment criteria and indicators that will be used to assess the Area Action Plan, it 
forms the basis for the Sustainability Appraisal. 
 
Consultation on the SA Scoping report was undertaken between 18 September 2012 and 31 
October 2012 with the statutory consultees as well as other interested stakeholders as listed 
in the Council’s latest consultees database. A total of 11 responses were received before the 
consultation deadline. 
 
Consultation responses on the Scoping Report included suggestions for a range of minor 
amendments to be incorporated and also suggestions were put forward for: additional 
baseline information to be included in the appendices; recommendations for amending some 
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of the objectives; recommendations for new sustainability questions and suggestions for 
amending and creating new indicators.  
 
The full list of responses to the consultation are included as Appendix 1 to this report. All these 
responses have been used to update the elements of this initial SA report and inform the 
preparation of the draft AAP.  A full and complete review of all the comments will be made in 
the final SA report. 
 
 

2.0 :  Developing SA Framework   

 

The development of a sustainability appraisal framework is a key component in completing 
the SA by synthesising objectives relevant to the SA, the baseline information and 
sustainability issues into a systematic and easily understood tool that allows the prediction 
and assessment of effects arising from the AAP. 
 
2.1 Review of Relevant Plans, Policies and Programmes  

 

The first task of a SA is the identification of other relevant plans, programmes and 
sustainability objectives. An AAP may be influenced in many ways by other plans and 
programmes and by external sustainability objectives, such as those laid down in policies 
and legislation.  
 
As part of the production of the SA Scoping Report a number of relevant international, 
national, regional and local policies, plans, and programmes (PPPs) were reviewed. The 
purpose of reviewing the PPPs is to ensure that the relationship with these other documents 
and requirements are considered in the production of the SCRC AAP, and that any 
inconsistencies or constraints are dealt with as far as possible. 

 
The review of the PPPs is attached with the SA Scoping Report and currently available 
online at http://www.bradford.gov.uk/bmdc/Consultations/scrc_aap_consultation_2012 
 
This review has been updated according to the responses received during the consultation of 
the SA Scoping Report. The review has considered relevant guidance at the EU, national, 
regional and local level. Where relevant it makes specific reference to any environmental 
protection objectives, targets or requirements established at the EU or national level in order 
to comply with the SEA Directive. 
 
2.2 Baseline Information 

  

The next task in SA covers the collection of baseline information. The review of other plans 
and programmes undertaken previously has provided a considerable amount of baseline 
information and this information has been complemented by collection of data on key issues 
relating to the SEA topic areas, as well as additional social and economic indicators for the 
plan area. The basic aim of this task is to pull-together data on the present state of SCRC 
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area to enable any trends to be identified, any particular sustainability issues pinpointed and 
methods of monitoring of the plan’s effects to be established. 
 
The information collected aim to relate specifically to the SCRC AAP area. However, where 
appropriate, it has focused on data that are relevant to the district as a whole. Because it was 
felt that, for certain issues data at District level would be of more significance as many 
impacts emerging from the SCRC AAP will affect not just the immediate plan area, but also 
the wider community. 
 
The baseline information, based on all available sources at the time of publication, was 
presented as a part of the SA Scoping Report. The baseline information has been updated 
since the publication of the SA Scoping Report and as result of the consultation exercise. 
The updated Baseline Analysis report is now available online at 
http://www.bradford.gov.uk/bmdc/the_environment/planning_service/local_development_fra
mework/shipley_action_plan_dpd.htm 
 
2.3 Key Sustainability Issues Identified 

  
The next task in the SA, carried out at the scoping stage, is the identification of sustainability 
issues of particular significance to the plan area. The identification of sustainability issues is 
very important as it provides an opportunity to define key issues for the SCRC AAP to enable 
improvement of the plan objectives and options. The analysis of sustainability issues at 
scoping stage influenced the baseline and the SA framework, in particular in identifying and 
selecting indicators and targets. 
 
This section describes the current situation and highlights the key issues faced within the 
SCRC AAP area. It does not attempt to cover all the issues but identifies those that are 
considered to be a priority in terms of the sustainability of SCRC AAP area. 
 
The table below lists the economic, social and environmental issues facing SCRC, together 
with sources of supporting evidence. It is recognised that many issues cut across these three 
main topic headings, but for simplicity, each has been included within the most relevant 
aspect. These issues have been identified through the PPPs review and baseline data 
collection. They have been further informed by discussions with planning officers and refined 
through consultation with the statutory consultees and other key stakeholders. 
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 le

ve
l, 

re
ta

in
in

g 
th

e 
fu

nc
tio

na
l f

lo
od

pl
ai

n 
fo

r 
w

at
er

 to
 fl

ow
 o

r 
be

 s
to

re
d 

in
 t

im
es

 o
f f

lo
od

in
g

 o
r 

fo
r 

w
at

er
 c

om
pa

tib
le

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ts
 a

ft
er

 t
he

 ‘e
x
c
e
p
ti
o
n
’ t

es
t h

as
 b

ee
n 

pa
ss

ed
. 

 W
he

re
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

w
ith

in
 t

he
 f

lo
od

pl
ai

n 
sh

ou
ld

n’
t 

be
 

av
oi

de
d 

du
e 

to
 a

 la
ck

 o
f a

va
ila

bl
e 

al
te

rn
at

iv
es

 a
 

st
ra

te
g

y 
fo

r 
flo

od
 m

iti
g

at
io

n 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

d.
 T

hi
s 

sh
ou

ld
 f

irs
t 

co
ns

id
er

 s
tr

at
eg

ic
 fl

oo
d 

ris
k 

m
an

ag
em

en
t 
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pr
op

or
tio

n 
of

 h
ar

d 
su

rf
ac

es
 t

ha
t 

pr
od

uc
e 

la
rg

e 
q

ua
nt

iti
es

 o
f 

ru
no

ff
 a

nd
 in

cr
ea

se
 t

he
 r

is
k 

of
 lo

ca
l f

lo
od

in
g

. 
 B

ra
df

or
d 

B
ec

k 
co

nv
ey

s 
la

rg
e 

vo
lu

m
es

 o
f 

un
tr

ea
te

d 
se

w
ag

e 
du

rin
g

 h
ea

vy
 r

ai
n 

so
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l e

nh
an

ce
m

en
t 

al
on

g
 it

s 
ro

ut
e 

is
 a

 p
rim

e 
co

nc
er

n;
 A

 lo
ng

 s
tr

et
ch

 o
f 

th
e 

B
ec

k 
is

 c
ul

ve
rt

ed
 a

nd
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 in
ac

ce
ss

ib
le

. T
he

re
 is

 a
ls

o 
lim

ite
d 

ca
pa

ci
ty

 o
f 

D
oc

kf
ie

ld
 S

ew
er

 P
um

pi
ng

 S
ta

tio
n 

at
 

S
hi

pl
e

y 
w

h
ic

h 
co

ul
d 

fu
rt

he
r 

co
ns

tr
ai

n 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ts
 

ar
ou

nd
 th

e 
ar

ea
. 

(e
.g

. f
lo

od
 d

ef
en

ce
s,

 u
ps

tr
ea

m
 s

to
ra

g
e)

 a
nd

 th
en

 lo
ca

l 
m

ea
su

re
s 

w
ith

in
 t

he
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

pl
ot

s,
 i.

e.
 f

lo
od

 
re

si
lie

nt
 d

es
ig

n.
 

 T
he

 A
A

P
 s

ho
ul

d 
he

lp
 d

ev
el

op
 a

 S
U

D
S

 s
tr

at
eg

y 
th

at
 

w
ill

 in
cl

ud
e 

so
ur

ce
 c

on
tr

ol
 m

ea
su

re
s 

w
ith

in
 t

he
 p

lo
ts

 
(e

.g
. g

re
en

 r
oo

fs
, 

pe
rm

ea
bl

e 
pa

vi
ng

, r
ai

nw
at

er
 

ha
rv

es
tin

g)
, p

er
m

ea
bl

e 
co

nv
e

ya
nc

e 
(e

.g
. 

sw
al

es
, f

ilt
er

 
dr

ai
ns

) 
an

d 
pa

ss
iv

e 
tr

ea
tm

en
t (

e.
g

. p
on

ds
, 

ba
si

ns
, 

w
et

la
nd

s)
. T

he
se

 S
U

D
S

 w
ou

ld
 r

ed
uc

e 
ra

te
 o

f 
su

rf
ac

e 
w

at
er

 d
is

ch
ar

g
e 

an
d 

flo
od

 p
ea

k.
 It

 w
ou

ld
 a

ls
o 

fo
rm

 
pa

rt
 o

f 
a 

tr
ea

tm
en

t t
ra

in
 to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 r
un

of
f 

w
as

 
tr

ea
te

d 
to

 a
n 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

pr
io

r 
to

 d
is

ch
ar

g
e.

 

P
ot

en
tia

l l
an

d 
co

nt
am

in
at

io
n 

 

T
he

re
 a

re
 a

 n
um

be
r 

in
du

st
ria

l s
ite

s 
w

ith
in

 t
he

 S
C

R
C

 w
hi

ch
 

co
nt

ai
n 

po
te

nt
ia

l ‘
la

nd
 c

on
ta

m
in

at
io

n’
 r

is
k 

du
e 

to
 th

e 
na

tu
re

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
fo

rm
er

 in
du

st
ria

l u
se

s.
 N

on
e 

of
 t

he
 s

ite
s 

ho
w

e
ve

r 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

fo
rm

al
ly

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
as

 c
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

an
d 

de
pe

nd
in

g 
on

 th
e 

le
ve

l o
f 

th
ei

r 
po

te
nt

ia
l r

is
k 

so
m

e 
of

 
th

e 
si

te
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

su
bj

ec
t t

o 
in

tr
us

iv
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
an

d/
or

 
re

m
ed

ia
tio

n.
 

T
he

 A
A

P
 s

ho
ul

d 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

th
e 

us
e 

an
d 

cl
ea

n 
up

 o
f 

pr
ev

io
us

ly
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 la
n

d,
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

id
en

tif
ic

at
io

n,
 

re
m

ed
ia

l a
ct

io
n 

an
d 

m
iti

ga
tio

n 
of

 c
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 la

nd
. 

 
 C

on
te

xt
ua

l a
dv

ic
e 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

on
 r

em
ed

ia
tio

n 
of

 a
ny

 c
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 s

ite
s 

an
d 

on
 b

ac
kg

ro
un

d 
is

su
es

 
co

nn
ec

te
d 

w
ith

 f
lo

od
 r

is
k,

 h
ea

lth
 a

nd
 s

af
et

y,
 a

ir 
qu

al
ity

, 
bi

od
iv

er
si

ty
 v

al
ue

 a
nd

 w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y.
 

R
ed

uc
in

g
 w

as
te

 
g

en
er

at
io

n 
an

d 
re

lia
nc

e 
on

 e
ne

rg
y 

g
en

er
at

ed
 fr

om
 f

os
si

l 
fu

el
s.

 

T
he

re
 is

 a
 n

ee
d 

to
 r

ed
uc

e 
w

as
te

 g
en

er
at

io
n 

an
d 

in
cr

ea
se

 
re

cy
cl

in
g

 in
 o

rd
er

 t
o 

m
in

im
is

e 
w

as
te

 d
is

po
sa

l a
nd

 r
ed

uc
e 

th
e 

us
e 

of
 e

ne
rg

y 
an

d 
na

tu
ra

l r
es

ou
rc

es
, a

nd
 to

 r
ed

uc
e 

em
is

si
on

s 
of

 th
e 

gr
ee

nh
ou

se
 g

as
, m

et
ha

ne
 (

la
nd

fil
l i

s 
a 

m
aj

or
 s

ou
rc

e 
of

 t
hi

s 
g

as
).

 
 M

os
t 

en
er

g
y 

de
m

an
d 

is
 m

et
 b

y 
bu

rn
in

g
 fo

ss
il 

fu
el

s 
w

hi
ch

 
ar

e 
re

sp
on

si
bl

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
m

aj
or

ity
 o

f 
em

is
si

on
s 

of
 

g
re

en
ho

us
e 

g
as

es
 in

 th
e 

U
K

. 
R

ed
uc

ed
 e

ne
rg

y 
co

ns
um

pt
io

n 
is

 th
er

ef
or

e 
a 

ke
y 

re
q

ui
re

m
en

t f
or

 t
ac

kl
in

g
 

cl
im

at
e 

ch
an

g
e.

 E
ne

rg
y 

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
ca

n 
af

fe
ct

 th
e 

A
A

P
 P

ol
ic

ie
s 

sh
ou

ld
 p

ro
m

ot
e,

 w
he

re
 p

os
si

bl
e,

 t
he

 
su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
us

e,
 r

eu
se

 a
nd

 d
is

po
sa

l o
f 

re
so

ur
ce

s.
 I

n 
ne

w
 d

ev
e

lo
pm

en
ts

, c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

g
iv

en
 t

o 
th

e 
ne

ed
 f

or
 a

ny
 p

ro
vi

si
on

 t
ha

t 
en

co
ur

ag
es

 r
ec

yc
lin

g.
 

 T
he

 A
A

P
 s

ho
ul

d 
he

lp
 s

tip
ul

at
e 

be
tte

r 
w

as
te

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t 
an

d 
re

cy
cl

in
g 

ar
ea

s 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 t
he

 
co

rr
id

or
, 

on
e 

of
 th

e 
be

ne
fit

s 
of

 w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 h

el
p 

to
 o

ff
se

t 
nu

m
be

rs
 o

f 
w

as
te

 v
eh

ic
le

s 
en

te
rin

g 
th

e 
ar

ea
 th

er
ef

or
e 

re
du

ci
ng

 v
eh

ic
le

s 
on

 t
he

 r
oa

ds
.  
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en
vi

ro
nm

en
t 

in
 m

an
y 

ot
he

r 
w

ay
s,

 in
cl

ud
in

g
 t

hr
ou

gh
 

ex
pl

or
at

io
n 

fo
r 

fu
el

, t
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n,

 s
to

ra
ge

, c
on

ve
rs

io
n,

 
di

st
rib

ut
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
di

sp
os

al
 o

f 
w

as
te

 p
ro

du
ct

s.
 

 O
ne

 w
ay

 t
o 

de
cr

ea
se

 e
ne

rg
y 

co
ns

um
pt

io
n 

fr
om

 fo
ss

il 
fu

el
s 

is
 b

y 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

 t
he

 a
m

ou
nt

 o
f 

en
er

g
y 

g
en

er
at

ed
 fr

om
 

re
ne

w
ab

le
s.

 T
he

re
 is

 n
o 

lo
ca

l d
at

a,
 b

ut
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 
re

ne
w

ab
le

s 
m

ak
e 

on
ly

 a
 r

el
at

iv
el

y 
m

in
or

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
io

n 
to

 
en

er
g

y 
g

en
er

at
io

n 
in

 B
ra

df
or

d.
 W

ith
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
 a

nd
 lo

w
 w

in
d 

po
te

nt
ia

ls
, i

t 
is

 u
nl

ik
el

y 
th

at
 C

an
al

 
R

oa
d 

C
or

rid
or

 w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o 

ha
ve

 a
 la

rg
e-

sc
al

e 
re

ne
w

ab
le

 
en

er
g

y 
g

en
er

at
in

g
 s

ch
em

e,
 s

uc
h 

as
 a

 la
rg

e 
w

in
d

 f
ar

m
. 

S
m

al
le

r 
sc

he
m

es
, r

el
at

in
g 

to
 in

di
vi

du
a

l d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
, a

re
 

lik
el

y 
to

 b
e 

m
or

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 a
nd

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 e

nc
ou

ra
g

ed
. 

In
cr

ea
si

ng
 t

he
 e

ne
rg

y 
ef

fic
ie

nc
y 

of
 in

di
vi

du
al

 b
ui

ld
in

g
s 

w
ill

 
al

so
 r

ed
uc

e 
th

e 
ne

ed
 fo

r 
en

er
g

y.
 

  

A
P

P
 w

ou
ld

 a
ls

o 
pr

om
ot

e 
en

er
g

y 
ef

fic
ie

nt
 d

w
el

lin
g

s,
 

in
st

al
la

tio
n 

of
 r

en
ew

ab
le

 e
ne

rg
y 

sy
st

em
s 

an
d 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

 t
ha

t r
ed

uc
e 

th
e 

ne
ed

 to
 tr

av
el

 b
y 

ca
r.

  

P
ro

te
ct

io
n 

an
d 

en
ha

nc
em

en
t o

f t
he

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l q

ua
lit

y 

B
io
d
iv
e
rs
it
y
 

T
he

 S
C

R
C

 h
as

 m
an

y 
im

po
rt

an
t 

si
g

ni
fic

an
t a

re
as

 o
f 

op
en

 
la

nd
 a

nd
 s

ite
s 

th
at

 a
re

 h
ea

ve
ns

 f
or

 fl
or

a 
an

d 
fa

un
a.

 T
he

re
 

is
 a

 s
ta

tu
to

ry
 S

S
S

I (
T

re
nc

h 
M

ea
do

w
s)

 w
ith

in
 2

 k
m

 o
f t

he
 

st
ud

y 
ar

ea
. F

ou
r 

re
co

rd
s 

of
 n

on
-s

ta
tu

to
ry

 s
ite

s,
 s

pe
ci

fic
al

ly
 

1 
S

E
G

I a
nd

 3
 B

W
A

s,
 a

ls
o 

ex
is

t 
w

ith
in

 t
he

 c
or

rid
or

. 
A

 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 A
nc

ie
nt

 a
nd

 S
em

i-n
at

ur
al

 W
oo

dl
an

d 
ar

e 
al

so
 

pr
es

en
t i

n 
cl

os
e 

pr
ox

im
ity

 t
o 

th
e 

ar
ea

. 
P

ot
en

tia
l i

m
pa

ct
s 

of
 

an
y 

fu
tu

re
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 o
n 

th
es

e 
g

eo
lo

g
ic

al
 a

nd
 

bi
od

iv
er

si
ty

 a
ss

et
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
th

or
ou

g
hl

y 
as

se
ss

ed
.  

 
 O
p
e
n
 s
p
a
c
e
s
, 
g
re
e
n
 n
e
tw

o
rk
 a
n
d
 p
u
b
li
c
 r
e
a
lm

 
W

ith
in

 t
he

 S
C

R
C

 t
he

re
 a

re
 a

ls
o 

a 
nu

m
be

r 
de

si
g

na
te

d/
un

de
si

g
na

te
d 

op
en

 a
re

as
 o

f 
la

nd
 c

om
pr

is
in

g
 o

f 
pl

ay
in

g
 f

ie
ld

s,
 r

ec
re

at
io

na
l o

pe
n 

sp
ac

e,
 c

hi
ld

re
n’

s 

T
he

 A
A

P
 s

ho
ul

d 
st

rik
e 

a 
ba

la
nc

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
so

m
et

im
es

 c
on

fli
ct

in
g

 a
im

s 
of

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t t
o 

m
ee

t 
so

ci
o-

ec
on

om
ic

 n
ee

ds
 a

nd
 t

he
 n

ee
d 

to
 m

ai
nt

ai
n,

 
pr

ot
ec

t 
an

d 
en

ha
nc

e 
th

e 
na

tu
ra

l e
nv

iro
nm

en
t 

in
cl

ud
in

g
 

ar
ea

s 
of

 e
co

lo
g

ic
al

/b
io

di
ve

rs
ity

 v
a

lu
e 

an
d 

ot
he

r 
op

en
 

la
nd

s 
w

ith
in

 t
he

 S
C

R
C

. 
 T

he
 p

la
n 

w
ill

 s
ee

k 
to

 m
ax

im
is

e 
th

e 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

an
d 

de
liv

er
 im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 fo

r 
ex

is
tin

g
 h

ab
ita

ts
 b

y 
pr

ov
id

in
g

 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 t

o 
op

en
 u

p 
th

e 
co

rr
id

or
 b

y 
lin

ki
ng

 k
ey

 
si

te
s 

to
g

et
he

r 
fo

r 
bo

th
 a

m
en

ity
 a

nd
 b

io
di

ve
rs

ity
 v

al
ue

. 
 T

he
 in

cl
us

io
n 

of
 S

U
D

S
, s

of
t l

an
ds

ca
pi

ng
 a

nd
 h

ig
h 

q
ua

lit
y 

g
re

en
 in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 w
ill

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
n 

at
tr

ac
tiv

e 
se

tt
in

g
 fo

r 
re

g
en

er
at

io
n 

w
h

ic
h 

w
ill

 a
ls

o 
m

ax
im

is
e 

th
e 
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pl
ay

g
ro

un
d,

 m
ul

ti-
us

e 
g

am
e 

ar
ea

, i
nf

or
m

al
 o

pe
n 

sp
ac

e,
 

al
lo

tm
en

ts
, 

ho
rs

e 
gr

az
in

g,
 u

nu
se

d 
la

nd
, 

pe
de

st
ria

n/
cy

cl
e

w
ay

s,
 o

pe
n 

la
nd

 a
ss

oc
ia

te
d 

w
ith

 
sc

he
du

le
d 

m
on

um
en

ts
/li

st
ed

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
an

d 
pr

iv
at

e 
g

ar
de

ns
. 

In
 a

dd
iti

on
 to

 h
av

in
g

 a
n 

in
tr

in
si

c 
ec

ol
og

ic
al

/ b
io

di
ve

rs
ity

 
im

po
rt

an
ce

, a
ll 

th
es

e 
si

te
s 

co
nt

rib
ut

e 
si

g
ni

fic
an

tly
 t

o 
th

e 
q

ua
lit

y 
of

 li
fe

 a
nd

 t
o 

th
e 

at
tr

ac
tiv

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t i
n 

w
h

ic
h 

pe
op

le
 in

 S
C

R
C

 li
ve

 a
nd

 w
or

k.
 It

 is
 t

he
re

fo
re

 im
po

rt
an

t t
o 

en
su

re
 th

at
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 in
 t

he
 S

C
R

C
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

es
 

to
w

ar
ds

 t
he

 e
nh

an
ce

m
en

t 
of

 th
is

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t 

an
d 

do
 n

ot
 

ha
ve

 a
ny

 a
dv

er
se

 im
pa

ct
 o

n 
th

e 
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

sp
ec

ie
s 

an
d 

ha
bi

ta
ts

 a
lo

ng
 t

he
 r

ou
te

. 
 B
u
il
t 
h
e
ri
ta
g
e
 

T
he

 n
or

th
er

n 
en

d 
of

 th
e 

co
rr

id
or

 f
al

ls
 w

ith
in

 t
he

 S
al

ta
ire

 
W

or
ld

 H
er

ita
g

e 
S

ite
 B

uf
fe

r 
Z

on
e,

 w
he

re
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t w

ill
 

ne
ed

 t
o 

en
su

re
 t

ha
t i

t 
do

es
 n

ot
 h

ar
m

 th
e 

O
ut

st
an

di
ng

 
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 V
al

ue
 o

f 
S

al
ta

ire
. E

ls
ew

he
re

, 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

a 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 d
es

ig
na

te
d 

he
rit

ag
e 

as
se

ts
 b

ot
h 

w
ith

in
 a

nd
 in

 
th

e 
ar

ea
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
co

rr
id

or
. I

t 
is

 im
po

rt
an

t t
o 

en
su

re
 th

at
 

th
os

e 
el

em
en

ts
 w

hi
ch

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
e 

to
 t

he
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

ce
 o

f 
th

es
e 

as
se

ts
 a

re
 n

ot
 h

ar
m

ed
 

 C
li
m
a
te
 c
h
a
n
g
e
 i
m
p
a
c
ts
 

 T
he

re
 is

 a
 n

ee
d 

to
 m

iti
ga

te
 a

nd
 a

da
pt

 t
o 

cl
im

at
e 

ch
an

g
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

th
ro

ug
h 

be
tt

er
 p

la
nn

in
g

 a
nd

 c
ar

ry
in

g
 o

ut
 m

or
e 

w
or

k 
to

 im
pr

ov
e 

en
er

g
y 

ef
fic

ie
nc

y.
 I

ns
ta

lla
tio

ns
 o

f 
re

ne
w

ab
le

 e
ne

rg
y 

an
d 

a 
pr

og
ra

m
m

e 
of

 e
ne

rg
y 

co
ns

er
va

tio
n 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
en

co
ur

ag
ed

.  
 

bi
od

iv
er

si
ty

, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 g
oo

d 
q

ua
lit

y 
ha

bi
ta

ts
 f

or
 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
an

d 
en

da
ng

er
ed

 s
pe

ci
es

.  
 T

he
 A

A
P

 p
ro

gr
am

m
e 

of
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

sh
ou

ld
 lo

ok
 t

o 
m

in
im

is
e 

C
O

2 
em

is
si

on
s 

th
ro

ug
h 

g
oo

d 
de

si
g

n 
st

an
da

rd
s,

 m
ax

im
is

in
g 

re
ne

w
ab

le
 e

ne
rg

y 
an

d 
en

er
g

y 
ef

fic
ie

nc
y 

m
ea

su
re

s-
 in

 a
dd

iti
on

 t
o 

en
co

ur
ag

in
g

 
tr

an
sp

or
t m

od
al

 s
hi

ft
s 

to
 m

or
e 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

m
od

es
. 
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V
ar

ie
d 

to
po

gr
ap

hy
 a

nd
 

so
m

e 
st

ee
pe

r 
sl

op
es

 
(m

or
e 

th
an

 1
:8

) 

S
om

e 
ar

ea
s 

ar
e 

af
fe

ct
ed

 b
y 

st
ee

p 
sl

op
es

 a
nd

 m
in

in
g

. T
he

 
ev

id
en

ce
 b

as
e 

in
di

ca
te

s 
th

at
 t

he
 w

es
te

rn
 f

la
nk

 o
f B

ol
to

n 
W

oo
ds

 is
 a

ff
ec

te
d 

by
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

t g
ra

di
en

ts
. S

ite
s 

in
cl

ud
in

g
 

ex
te

ns
iv

e 
st

ee
p 

g
ra

di
en

ts
 m

ay
 n

ot
 p

ro
ve

 s
ui

ta
bl

e 
fo

r 
bu

ilt
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

an
d 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

en
d-

us
es

 m
ay

 n
ee

d 
to

 b
e 

id
en

tif
ie

d.
  

D
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
 o

n 
si

te
s 

po
te

nt
ia

lly
 a

ff
ec

te
d 

by
 s

te
ep

 
g

ra
di

en
ts

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 r

eg
ul

at
ed

 t
hr

ou
g

h 
th

e 
A

A
P

 
pr

op
os

al
s 

w
ith

ou
t 

ad
ve

rs
el

y 
af

fe
ct

in
g

 th
e 

la
nd

 
ad

ja
ce

nt
 t

o 
sl

op
es

; 

S
O
C
IA
L
 

Is
s
u
e
s
 

D
e
s
c
ri
p
ti
o
n
 

H
o
w
 c
a
n
 t
h
e
 A
A
P
 a
d
d
re
s
s
 t
h
is
?
 

R
ed

uc
in

g
 s

oc
ia

l 
ex

cl
us

io
n 

an
d 

de
pr

iv
at

io
n.

 
  

It 
is

 e
ss

en
tia

l t
o 

pr
ov

id
e 

fo
r 

th
e 

ne
ed

s 
of

 a
ll 

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
, 

in
cl

ud
in

g
 n

ee
ds

 r
el

at
in

g
 to

 a
g

e,
 s

ex
, 

et
hn

ic
 b

ac
kg

ro
un

d,
 

re
lig

io
n,

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
 a

nd
 in

co
m

e.
 W

or
kl

es
sn

es
s 

an
d 

ec
on

om
ic

 in
ac

tiv
ity

 h
a

ve
 b

ee
n 

an
 is

su
e 

fo
r 

th
e 

di
st

ric
t f

or
 

so
m

e 
tim

e,
 w

hi
ch

 is
 f

ur
th

er
 e

xa
ce

rb
at

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
im

pa
ct

 o
f 

th
e 

re
ce

ss
io

n.
 T

he
re

 a
re

 a
ls

o 
co

nc
en

tr
at

io
ns

 o
f 

so
m

e 
of

 
th

e 
m

os
t d

ep
riv

ed
 a

re
as

 o
f 

th
e 

di
st

ric
t t

ha
t 

ar
e 

po
te

nt
ia

lly
 

ac
ce

ss
ib

le
 t

o 
th

e 
S

C
R

C
. M

an
y 

in
di

vi
du

al
s 

in
 t

ho
se

 a
re

as
 

fa
ce

 m
ul

tip
le

 b
ar

rie
rs

 n
ot

 o
nl

y 
to

 g
ai

ni
ng

 e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t 
bu

t 
al

so
 h

ea
lth

, e
du

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

so
ci

al
 b

en
ef

its
 w

hi
ch

 if
 

no
t 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
w

ill
 m

ea
n 

th
ey

 r
em

ai
n 

ex
cl

ud
ed

 f
ro

m
 th

e 
op

po
rt

un
ity

 t
o 

w
or

k 
an

d 
liv

e 
he

al
th

y.
 

 T
ra

ve
lli

ng
 to

 w
or

k 
in

 a
 t

im
el

y 
an

d 
co

st
 e

ff
ec

tiv
e 

m
an

ne
r 

is
 

on
e 

of
 t

he
 o

th
er

 b
ar

rie
rs

 th
at

 m
an

y 
di

sa
dv

an
ta

g
ed

 p
eo

pl
e 

fa
ce

.  
 A

lth
ou

g
h 

th
er

e 
is

 n
ot

 a
lw

ay
s 

a 
di

re
ct

 li
nk

, 
de

pr
iv

at
io

n 
ca

n 
co

nt
rib

ut
e 

to
 h

ig
h 

cr
im

e 
le

ve
ls

 a
nd

 a
 f

ea
r 

of
 c

rim
e,

 w
hi

ch
 

ca
n 

af
fe

ct
 r

es
id

en
ts

’ q
ua

lit
y 

of
 li

fe
 a

nd
 in

cr
ea

se
 t

he
ir 

fe
el

in
g

s 
of

 e
xc

lu
si

on
. 

 
 

P
ro

gr
am

m
e 

an
d 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 t
ha

t 
in

cr
ea

se
 

em
pl

oy
m

en
t/

em
pl

oy
ab

ili
ty

 t
ra

in
in

g 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
a 

pr
io

rit
y 

fo
r 

th
e 

A
A

P
. 

 O
ne

 o
f t

he
 a

im
s 

of
 th

e 
A

A
P

 is
 t

o 
im

pr
ov

e 
th

e 
tr

an
sp

or
t 

lin
ks

 (
in

 a
ll 

it’
s 

fo
rm

s)
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
es

e 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
, 

pl
us

 a
re

as
 f

ur
th

er
 a

 f
ie

ld
, a

nd
 th

e 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 in

 t
he

 c
or

rid
or

. I
n 

ad
di

tio
n,

 in
cr

ea
se

d 
ho

us
in

g
, c

om
m

un
ity

 f
ac

ili
tie

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

co
m

pl
em

en
ta

ry
 w

or
ks

 th
at

 w
ill

 g
o 

‘h
an

d 
in

 h
an

d’
 w

ith
 

th
es

e 
ph

ys
ic

al
 in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

, 
w

ill
 

ad
dr

es
s 

th
e 

ot
he

r 
ba

rr
ie

rs
. 

 
 T

he
 A

A
P

 P
ol

ic
ie

s 
sh

ou
ld

 tr
y 

to
 d

ec
re

as
e 

de
pr

iv
at

io
n 

g
en

er
al

ly
 a

nd
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 s

ho
ul

d 
fo

cu
s 

on
 c

re
at

in
g 

a 
lo

ca
l e

nv
iro

nm
en

t t
ha

t h
el

ps
 t

o 
cr

ea
te

 s
tr

on
g 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

 (
ie

 g
oo

d 
q

ua
lit

y 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t a
nd

 
ad

eq
ua

te
 lo

ca
l f

ac
ili

tie
s)

 a
nd

 u
rb

an
 d

es
ig

n 
th

at
 li

m
its

 
cr

im
e.
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D
el

iv
er

in
g

 im
pr

ov
ed

 
ac

ce
ss

ib
ili

ty
. 

 
  

Im
pr

ov
in

g
 a

cc
es

si
bi

lit
y 

to
 jo

bs
, 

he
al

th
, h

ou
si

ng
, e

du
ca

tio
n,

 
sh

op
s,

 le
is

ur
e 

an
d 

co
m

m
un

ity
 f

ac
ili

tie
s 

(b
ot

h 
in

 te
rm

s 
of

 
lo

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
ph

ys
ic

al
 a

cc
es

s)
 fo

r 
al

l m
em

be
rs

 o
f t

he
 

co
m

m
un

ity
 li

vi
ng

 a
nd

 w
o

rk
in

g 
in

 th
e 

S
C

R
C

 is
 v

er
y 

im
po

rt
an

t. 
 

 S
C

R
C

 is
 w

ith
in

, 
an

d 
bo

rd
er

ed
 b

y,
 s

om
e 

of
 t

he
 m

os
t 

de
pr

iv
ed

 a
re

as
 o

f t
he

 d
is

tr
ic

t w
hi

ch
 in

cl
ud

e 
a 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

n 
of

 S
up

er
 O

ut
pu

t 
ar

ea
s 

th
at

 a
re

 w
ith

in
 t

he
 w

or
st

 1
0%

 b
y 

th
e 

Io
D

 r
an

k 
an

d 
fe

w
 w

ith
in

 t
he

 w
or

st
 2

0%
. A

cc
es

s 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

es
e 

ar
ea

s 
an

d 
th

e 
S

C
R

C
 is

 p
oo

r 
by

 p
ub

lic
 t

ra
ns

po
rt

, 
w

a
lk

in
g 

an
d 

cy
cl

in
g

. I
n 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
, b

us
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

ar
e 

lim
ite

d 
al

on
g

 th
is

 c
or

rid
or

 w
ith

 p
ea

k 
se

rv
ic

es
 r

un
ni

ng
 o

nl
y 

3 
bu

se
s 

pe
r 

ho
ur

. B
us

es
 fr

om
 t

he
 s

ur
ro

un
di

ng
 M

an
ni

g
ha

m
 L

an
e,

 
B

ol
to

n 
R

oa
d 

an
d 

Q
ue

en
s 

R
oa

d 
al

so
 d

o 
no

t 
pe

ne
tr

at
e 

to
 

th
is

 a
re

a 
re

su
lti

ng
 in

 p
oo

r 
co

nn
ec

tio
n 

w
ith

 w
id

er
 lo

ca
lit

ie
s 

an
d 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

 c
en

tr
es

.  
 T

he
 e

xi
st

in
g

 r
es

id
en

tia
l c

om
m

un
iti

es
 t

o 
th

e 
no

rt
h 

of
 th

e 
co

rr
id

or
 a

re
 lo

ca
te

d 
on

 a
re

as
 a

bo
ve

 t
he

 v
al

le
y 

bo
tt

om
 a

nd
 

ac
ce

ss
 to

 th
em

 v
ia

 t
he

 s
te

ep
 v

al
le

y 
si

de
 is

 d
iff

ic
ul

t b
y 

w
a

lk
in

g 
or

 c
yc

lin
g

. 
 

T
he

 A
A

P
 w

ill
 im

pr
ov

e 
th

e 
lin

ks
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
e 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
, p

lu
s 

ar
ea

s 
fu

rt
he

r 
af

ie
ld

, 
an

d 
th

e 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 in

 t
he

 c
or

rid
or

 e
.g

. 
by

 
im

pr
ov

ed
 b

us
 r

ou
te

s,
 fo

ot
pa

th
s 

an
d 

cy
cl

e
w

a
ys

. 
 

 T
he

 p
ro

m
ot

io
n 

of
 m

or
e 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

m
od

es
 o

f t
ra

ns
po

rt
 

w
ill

 h
a

ve
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
he

al
th

 b
en

ef
its

 b
y 

th
e 

en
co

ur
ag

em
en

t 
of

 m
or

e 
ac

tiv
e 

lif
es

ty
le

s.
 It

 w
ill

 a
ls

o 
im

pr
ov

e 
so

ci
al

 in
te

ra
ct

io
n.

  
 T

he
re

 is
 a

ls
o 

sc
op

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
A

A
P

 t
o 

fa
ci

lit
at

e 
op

en
in

g
 

up
 a

re
as

 t
o 

th
e 

ca
na

l r
ou

te
 w

hi
ch

 a
re

 n
ot

 a
t 

pr
es

en
t 

ac
ce

ss
ib

le
. 

 
  

P
ro

vi
si

on
 f

or
 

af
fo

rd
ab

le
 a

nd
 d

ec
en

t 
ho

us
in

g
 

La
ck

 o
f 

af
fo

rd
ab

le
 h

ou
si

ng
 c

an
 a

ff
ec

t b
us

in
es

s 
an

d 
co

nt
rib

ut
e 

to
 lo

w
er

in
g

 q
ua

lit
y 

of
 li

fe
. I

t m
ay

 a
ls

o 
m

ea
n 

th
at

 
m

an
y 

pe
op

le
 c

an
no

t l
iv

e 
ne

ar
 th

ei
r 

pl
ac

e 
of

 w
or

k.
 T

hi
s 

re
su

lts
 in

 lo
ng

 jo
ur

ne
ys

 to
 w

or
k 

an
d 

m
ay

 in
cr

ea
se

 
co

ng
es

tio
n 

an
d 

us
e 

of
 fo

ss
il 

fu
el

s 
fo

r 
tr

an
sp

or
t.

 
 

It 
is

 im
po

rt
an

t t
o 

en
su

re
 th

at
 th

re
sh

ol
ds

 a
re

 s
et

 a
t a

 
le

ve
l w

h
ic

h 
m

ea
ns

 t
ha

t m
os

t r
es

id
en

tia
l d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 
w

ill
 h

a
ve

 a
 p

ro
po

rt
io

n 
of

 a
ff

or
da

bl
e 

ho
us

in
g

. H
ow

ev
er

, 
it 

is
 a

ls
o 

im
po

rt
an

t t
o 

av
oi

d 
to

o 
hi

g
h 

a 
bu

rd
en

 o
n 

de
ve

lo
pe

rs
 w

h
ic

h 
m

ea
ns

 t
ha

t 
ne

w
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 a
re

 
no

t 
pr

of
ita

bl
e,

 a
s 

th
is

 c
ou

ld
 c

ur
ta

il 
th

e 
ov

er
al

l a
m

ou
nt

 
of

 h
ou

si
ng

. 
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E
C
O
N
O
M
IC
 

Is
s
u
e
s
 

D
e
s
c
ri
p
ti
o
n
 

H
o
w
 c
a
n
 t
h
e
 A
A
P
 a
d
d
re
s
s
 t
h
is
?
 

S
af

eg
ua

rd
in

g
 o

f 
ex

is
tin

g
 f

irm
s.

 
  

It 
is

 im
po

rt
an

t t
ha

t e
xi

st
in

g 
co

m
pa

ni
es

 w
ith

 t
he

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 

su
st

ai
n 

an
d 

ho
pe

fu
lly

 g
ro

w
 e

m
pl

oy
m

en
t 

ha
ve

 t
he

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 

in
ve

st
 in

 n
ew

 e
q

ui
pm

en
t a

nd
 f

ac
ili

tie
s.

 T
o 

re
m

ai
n 

co
m

pe
tit

iv
e,

 b
us

in
es

se
s 

ne
ed

 t
o 

be
 a

bl
e 

to
 in

ve
st

 in
 n

ew
 

fa
ci

lit
ie

s,
 w

hi
le

 r
et

ai
ni

ng
 th

ei
r 

lo
ca

l s
ki

lle
d 

w
or

kf
or

ce
. 

 

A
A

P
 s

ho
ul

d 
pr

ov
id

e 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 f

or
 e

xi
st

in
g 

fir
m

s 
in

 a
 

va
rie

ty
 o

f 
se

ct
or

s 
to

 r
el

oc
at

e 
an

d 
ex

pa
nd

. T
he

 P
la

n 
sh

ou
ld

 a
ls

o 
of

fe
r 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 f
or

 in
w

ar
d 

in
ve

st
m

en
t 

in
 

bu
si

ne
ss

es
 a

nd
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 t
ha

t 
ha

ve
 b

et
te

r 
pr

os
pe

ct
s 

fo
r 

em
pl

oy
m

en
t g

ro
w

th
.  

A
dd

re
ss

in
g 

th
e 

ar
ea

s 
in

 n
ee

d 
of

 e
co

no
m

ic
 

re
g

en
er

at
io

n 
an

d 
st

im
ul

at
e 

g
ro

w
th

. 
  

O
ff

ic
e 

an
d 

re
ta

il 
de

ve
lo

p
m

en
t i

n 
S

C
R

C
 h

as
 th

e 
ris

k 
of

 
di

lu
tin

g
 th

e 
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2.4 The SA Framework 

 
The next task in the sustainability appraisal is the development of the sustainability 
appraisal framework. Preparation of the SA Framework involves the development of 
sustainability objectives and associated criteria and indicators to assess the 
outcomes of the AAP policies and proposals. SA objectives can include both 
externally imposed social, environmental and economic objectives laid down by 
legislation or policy and also others devised specifically in relation to the context of 
the plans being prepared. 
 
A SA framework with draft objectives, key criteria and indicators was prepared at the 
scoping stage of the SA process. The framework has now been refined following the 
SA Scoping Report consultation. In particular, existing objectives and key criteria 
were amended and additional indicators were included.  
 
The table B below constitutes the SA framework-  
 
It is also particularly useful to note potential conflict between objectives, as further 
consideration can then be given to the potential detrimental effects of pursuing a 
particular objective and also to any possible ways to mitigate against or overcome 
these problems. The draft SA objectives therefore were tested against each other for 
compatibility and found either broadly complimentary or have a neutral relationship. 
However, it is also likely that some conflicts will always appear as the objectives 
cover a broad range of environmental and sustainability topics. It is the role of the 
AAP to weigh up potential conflicts and ensure a balanced approach is taken to 
ensuring sustainable development.  
 
The compatibility matrix of SA objectives is attached in appendix 2 
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3.0 : Initial SA  
 
 
The initial SA follows on from the findings and information of the scoping report and involves 
completion of the SA stages B and C and associated tasks as outlined in the Figure in 
section 1.3. 
 

3.1 Testing of AAP Objectives against SA Framework 

 

During the early stages of production of the SCRC AAP, a number of strategic objectives 
were identified and developed, from the review of relevant plans that have a strategic policy 
influence on the AAP and taking into consideration the key issues outlined in the SA scoping 
report. These objectives were used as the basis from which the AAP development options 
have been derived.  
 
According to the Guidance it is important that the objectives of the AAP are in accordance 
with sustainability objectives. Therefore, a compatibility assessment of the AAP objectives 
with the SA objectives set out in the Table C below was undertaken. 
 
The results show that the objectives are largely compatible with each other. Some 
uncertainties have been identified in a few of the objectives which will be dependent on the 
implementation of the policies.  
 
The symbols used to assess the objectives are as follows- 
 
√- Objectives compatible 
                                                                                                              
0 – No Significant link 
 
X – Objectives incompatible        
                                                                                                                
? – Dependent on policy implementation 
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3.2 Development Options of SCRC AAP 

 

The SA process is based upon a consideration of different options. Options can be described 
as the range of realistic choices open to plan makers to deliver the plan objectives.  
 
The need to consider options stems partly from the requirements of the SEA Directive which 
requires the assessment of ‘reasonable alternatives’ taking into account the plan objectives 
and also the geographical scope of the plan. 
 
The OPDM guidance2 further advises that: 
 
“In preparing a DPD, a large number of options may be generated…The options need to be 

compared with each other and with the current social, environmental and economic 

characteristics of the area which is subject to the DPD and the likely future situation without 

the DPD. In doing so they need to be tested against the SA framework.” 

 

The guidance is also clear that it is not the role of the SA to determine the option(s) to be 
chosen as a basis for the preferred option and the draft plan. Instead, the role of the SA is to 
assist with the identification of the appropriate options by highlighting the sustainability 
implications of each, and by putting forward recommendations for improvement. 
 
Based on the range of issues identified and considering the need as well as the potential of 
the area to meet the overall growth aspirations this initial SA has looked into two 
development options for the SCRC area. They are: 

 
Option A: Do nothing/Do minimum 

 
This option represents a continuation of current trends and does not propose any major 
council-led proposals. This means the option promotes the policies and proposals in the 
current rUDP relating to the SCRC area. In many ways this involves a number of measures 
aimed at facilitating the regeneration of SCRC that may result in economic and indirect social 
benefits but primarily it aims to consolidate the existing land uses. Emphasis is placed upon 
protection of the existing employment areas, phased development of housing on allocated 
sites, protection and enhancements of sites of landscape or wildlife interest that include local 
wildlife areas, allotments and Saltaire World Heritage Site Buffer Zone, and creation of new 
recreation open space and playing fields. There are no specific allocations for large-scale 
residential development or any leisure or community uses. However, rUDP policies and 
proposals relating Shipley Town Centre encourages retail-led development and regeneration 
of the area including city living, office use and leisure facilities. The Valley Road Retail Area 
also falls within the southern boundary of the SCRC AAP area which promotes mixed use 
developments including retail, residential and leisure. Overall this option represents a plan 
that sets out a framework to consider proposals for development, rather than providing a 
blueprint for long-term spatial change. 
 

                                                 
2 Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents (ODPM, 
November 2005) 
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Option B- Emerging Development Option 

 
This option builds on the strategic vision and growth aspirations as outlined for the SCRC in 
the emerging Core Strategy. The Core Strategy has identified SCRC as an area of significant 
economic and housing growth by 2028 which will be supported by improved and necessary 
physical, green and social infrastructure provisions required to deliver sustainable 
development.  This option identifies three broad areas of opportunities across the SCRC. 
The areas are: Shipley, The Centre Section and City Fringe. The proposals outlined within 
these opportunity areas have also been informed by a range of other evidence bases 
including the emerging Strategic Development Framework, New Bolton Woods Masterplan 
other relevant masterplans and strategies. 
 
The emerging development option identifies a variety of new land uses including large areas 
for open and civic spaces, residential development, leisure and business uses as well as 
new community uses, transport improvements and other mixed use development. This 
approach also identifies critical infrastructure requirements and delivery options to support 
the planned growth. The key purpose of this emerging development option is to identify 
strategic projects and spatial development options which will help deliver the overall Core 
Strategy vision for the SCRC. 
 
At this stage the emerging development options are shown as broad areas. Detailed 
boundaries will be identified at the next stage of the AAP, the Preferred Approach. 
 
3.3 Sustainability Appraisal of SCRC AAP Options 

 

The appraisal was a qualitative exercise based on the professional judgement of the officers 
at the Council, taking into account the information gathered in the scoping stage of the SA 
and comments made by the Statutory Consultation Bodies and other relevant stakeholders. 
 
The summery table D below appraises the two development options and highlight the 
different sustainability implications of each, so that a comparison can be made. The options 
are tested against the SA framework in terms of their short, medium and long term impacts 
towards achieving the SA objectives. The comments section summarises the likely social, 
environmental and economic effects of implementing the options and any considerations that 
may need to be taken into account during implementations. 
 
Existing SA guidance recognises that the most familiar form of SA prediction and evaluation 
is generally broad-brush and qualitative. It is recognised that quantitative predictions are not 
always practicable and broad-based and qualitative predictions can be equally valid and 
appropriate. Examples of the prediction and evaluation techniques for assessing significance 
of effects are expert judgement, dialogue with stakeholders and public participation, 
geographical information systems, reference to legislation and regulations and environmental 
capacity. Many of these techniques have been employed in this sieving assessment. 
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4.0 : Proposals for Monitoring 
 

It is important that the plan is monitored to keep track of whether it is working in the way it 
should. This report has identified indicators that should be used to monitor the area action 
plan. The most appropriate way to monitor the area action plan is through the Local Plan 
Annual Monitoring Report (AMR). The AMR monitors the type of development that is 
occurring as a result of all of the council’s planning policies and guidance and what effects 
this development is having in terms of sustainability. Where new indicators have been 
identified, through the SA process, these will be added to the AMR. At the next stage of 
consultation, the AAP will set out a monitoring framework to ensure new development meets 
the objectives of the plan. These indicators will be added to our AMR once the AAP is 
adopted. 
 

 
5.0 : Next Step  

 
 
The Sustainability Appraisal process is one which gradually builds up information and 
assessments, resulting in the preparation of a Final Report. The Final Report will set out the 
baseline position and the sustainability framework, assess the preferred option, finalise the 
indicators, and ultimately decide on the mitigation measures and monitoring process.  
 
The findings of this Initial SA will be used to influence the development and early analysis of 
the preferred option and to determine its likely performance in sustainability terms. This will 
help refine the option and assess the effects of emerging AAP policies and proposals.  
 
The completing task of this Initial SA stage involves consultation on the findings of the 
Sustainability Appraisal. The Council will consult on this Initial SA during early 2013. The 
purpose of this consultation is to ensure that the sustainability framework that is developed 
within this report is appropriate, all key sustainability issues for the SCRC are identified and 
all the significant effects of the AAP are duly considered. 
 
In addition to the required statutory consultees, this initial SA report will also be made 
available to key stakeholders and organisations for their comments and suggestions. 
Following consultation, responses will be considered and appropriate changes will be made 
before the full SA is carried out. 
 

Appendices 

 
Appendix 1: Consultation Responses on SA Scoping  
Appendix 2: SA Objectives Compatibility Matrix  
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